IX THE HEART OF AFRICA

mgly vast, King Leopold II of Belgium
formed an association for the opening of
the Congo basin to commerce. To secure
peace and further trade relations with the
natives, he made hundreds of treaties with
small independent African sovereigns.
As a consequence, in 1885 the Congo

Free State was founded with King Leo-
pold as ruler. The state was ceded to
Belgium, however, in 1908, and in 1927
its territory was increased by an exchange
with Portugal which gave the latter
country area for a port in the estuary of
the Congo near Matadi.

Beale

RIVER  OF  ANGOLA  SPANNED  BY A  FLIMSY   BRIDGE   OF   CREEPERS

When the natives of Angola wish to build a bridge, they go into the forest and cut down

some of the creepers that are to be found on all sides.   From these they make the bridge,

which is suspended from tree trunks on either bank.   It is not easy for even a native to

pass over one of these bridges, as the footway is narrow and uneven.
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